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1. How are current political dynamics in the transatlantic
partnership affecting your day-to-day business relations? 
(e.g., with customers, suppliers and business partners in the
 corresponding market)
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Very positive (strengthening relations) 0%

Slightly positive
6.90%

58 responses

No change / neutral
22.41%

Slightly negative
55.17%

Very negative
(noticeable burden on business)

15.52%



2. How would you rate Germany's overall attractiveness as a
business location for transatlantic-oriented companies over 
the next twelve months?
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Very positive
10.17%

Slightly positive
22.03%

No change
18.64%

Slightly negative
37.29%

Very negative
11.86%



60.00%
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3. In your opinion, which of the following factors are most 
important for quickly and effectively improving Germany's
attractiveness as a business location? (Slide 1 of 2)

60 responses

Comprehensive reduction of bureaucracy
at the federal and state levels

(e.g., faster approval processes,
 digitalization of government administration)

An accelerated pace of reform
(e.g., structural reforms in the labor market,

 infrastructure and digitalization; pension reform)

Comprehensive reduction of
 bureaucracy at the EU level

 (e.g., reduction of documentation
 and reporting requirements)

Political predictability and stability
of the federal government regarding

economic policy frameworks

53.33%

43.33%

41.67%



31.67%
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3. In your opinion, which of the following factors are most 
important for quickly and effectively improving Germany's
attractiveness as a business location? (Slide 2 of 2)

A sustained reduction in energy prices
through government measures

(e.g., tax cuts, grid relief)

Expansion and modernization of
digital and physical infrastructure

(e.g., transportation, broadband,
 mobile communications)

Tax cuts for businesses
designed to encourage investment

 (e.g., overall tax rate and corporate income tax,
 reform of the German trade tax (Gewerbesteuer)

Targeted initiatives to attract skilled workers
(e.g., easing immigration for qualified professionals,

recognition of foreign qualifications)

30.00%

26.67%

11.67%



4. Which of the following regulatory developments in the EU 
and in Germany do you consider to be the biggest obstacle to
investment or to offering products and services in the German
market? (Slide 1 of 2)
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Disproportionate bureaucractic burden
Documentation requirements under new regulations

that strategically paralyze companies due to a lack of in-
house compliance resources (especially among SMEs)

Market barriers resulting from
 supply chain obligations

(e.g., the EU CSDDD Directive / the German
Lieferkettensorgfaltspflichtengesetz)

Market barriers caused by
 environmental regulations

(e.g., CBAM / ecodesign)

Transatlantic data traffic and data protection
Legal uncertainties or restrictions on cross-border data transfers

(e.g., regarding cloud usage, GDPR interpretation)

Delayed market access due to
 certification requirements

Lengthy testing, approval and conformity assessment
 procedures for products from third countries

51.67%

35.00%

23.33%

23.33%

18.33%
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4. Which of the following regulatory developments in the EU 
and in Germany do you consider to be the biggest obstacle to
investment or to offering products and services in the German
market? (Slide 2 of 2)

Restrictions under the EU AI Act
Strict compliance requirements for artificial intelligence

 that could block or delay U.S. software solutions

Unpredictable legal situation
High legal uncertainty regarding the interpretation of new

 EU regulations, which hinders or even blocks investment in Germany

More stringent investment conditions (FDI screening)
Stricter or more time-consuming review procedures for U.S. direct

investments, corporate acquisitions or venture capital
 investments in Germany or the EU

No specific obstacles

Platform and data market requirements
Restrictions imposed by

 disproportionate EU digital regulations
13.33%

11.67%

13.33%

16.67%

16.67%

8.33%“Buy European” requirements
 in public procurement
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6%

About the Survey
Survey among the member companies of the American
Chamber of Commerce in Germany (representatives
from German, U.S. and other international companies)

Participation from 60 companies overall

Survey period: September 22-29, 2026

       (575 member companies contacted)
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