
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 “Now is not the time to point fingers, but to work hard and find 

common solutions” 

International Security, Geopolitics & COVID-19  

Interview with MdB Agnes Strack-Zimmermann and MdB Tobias Lindner  

In times of COVID-19, AmCham Germany frequently reports about policy issues in 

connection with the pandemic and talks to political decision-makers.  This time, we 

spoke to Agnes-Strack Zimmermann (FDP) and Tobias Lindner (Bündnis 90/Die 

Grünen), members of parliament, about geopolitical and security political effects of 

COVID-19 in Germany and the US, current challenges in both countries and how 

those can be overvome as well as the economic situation of companies in the 

defense and security sector.  

 

Mr. Lindner, what are the geopolitical and security political effects of 

COVID-19 in Germany and in the US? 

The corona pandemic touches upon all areas of life as we know it in an 

unprecedented way. This also holds true for our common security and 

geopolitical developments. As we are still in the midst of the crisis, many 

effects will only become apparent after we have returned to some sort of 

normality. However, to combat the economic fallout of current lockdown 

policies, most Western governments have introduced major public spending 

programs, often indebting themselves in the process. It is therefore more 

than questionable, whether the trend of increased defense spending will 

continue in the coming years. Even the US is not immune from budget cuts on 

defense, especially in a worsening economy and an election year. This could 

lead to further entrenchment of the US on a global scale and in the worst case 

a retreat from Europe, as the US might have to prioritize its security focus and 

pivot to Asia. 

 

How do Germany’s and the US‘ geopolitical and security policy challenges 

differ from each other in times of COVID-19? And how could they overcome 

these challenges together? 

The biggest challenge for Germany is the reaction and the future of the 

European Union. It worries me to see that member states return to national 

tendencies, that borders are reinstated all over Europe again and some 

leaders even using this crisis to follow their authoritarian agenda. A continent 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

which cannot unite in such a crisis, will likewise have a difficult time in finding 

a common way in defense questions such as sharing and pooling resources 

and an even closer alignment. 

The US under President Trump is for the first time in a long time in the 

position, that the world is not seeking the US for global leadership. US 

leadership is lacking credibility and guidance. This unfortunately leads to a US, 

which is viewed as less reliable by its allies. On the other hand, China is now 

positioning itself as a new soft power and partner, whilst the exact role of the 

Chinese government in the escalation of the crisis remains to be closely 

scrutinized.  

Now is not the time to point fingers, but to work hard and find common 

solutions, how   the weakest can be protected. If we turn away from the ones 

in need, the next humanitarian crisis is just on our doorsteps. Making sure 

that these countries also receive medical equipment and personnel from both 

the US and Europe would be a good first step to overcome the challenges 

together. 

 

Ms. Strack-Zimmermann, from a geopolitical and security policy perspective, 

what would have to happen so that Germany would be strengthened by the 

COVID-19 crisis? 

Objectively speaking, in terms of Germany’s geopolitical and security policy, 

the COVID-19 crisis will not change anything. Germany will have to bear its 

responsibilities vis-à-vis Nato. With respect to world security, while I hope 

that this will not be the case, I fear that in many situations the work that has 

been done up to now in troubled or conflict areas will to a certain extent have 

to begin all over again. I say this because the problems in the world will, if 

anything, become more severe after this crisis is over. International terrorism 

is exploiting the opportunity of worldwide shutdown – and hence this period 

of inaction and inattentiveness – to recruit supporters and is trying to use this 

time literally to regain ground in its attack against the free western world. 

Germany’s defense budget is currently growing, but in the aftermath of the 

COVID-19 the vital but extremely costly measures that have been put in place 

to deal with the immediate problems will lead to a considerably intensified 

debate in the Bundestag on distribution of resources. This will clearly affect 

future defense and security spending. Already the Co-leader of the 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

parliamentary group Die Linke, Dietmar Bartsch, is claiming in the Bundestag 

that Germany has no enemies, Germany has the virus.  

 

What impact do you expect the COVID-19 pandemic to have on the 

economic situation of companies in the defense and security sector? 

Due to the completely changed budget situation in which we will find 

ourselves after the COVID-19 pandemic, as referred to in my previous answer, 

companies operating in the defense and security sector will have to face the 

fact that in the coming years, there will be a struggle over every cent of 

government spending from the public purse. For my part, I will continue my 

efforts to underline the need for spending in these sectors to achieve and 

maintain peace and security around the world: this work will go on because it 

must go on. But while I trust that existing commitments with the companies 

concerned will be honoured, I expect that these companies will find that in 

the future, such commitments will be harder to reach.  

 

Mr. Lindner, how would you evaluate President Donald Trump’s decisions, 

e.g. to stop supporting the WHO, in the context of multilateralism? 

In times of a global crisis, multilateral institutions are more important than 

ever. It is very unfortunate to see that the US decided to defund the WHO. 

Other multilateral institutions, such as the World Food Program are in dire 

need to support the people that were hit the hardest by this crisis. 

Organizations such as NATO have also played a crucial role in providing 

logistical support for help to arrive. Multilateralism is the way out of this crisis.  

 

Ms. Strack-Zimmermann, what long-term financial consequences do you see 

for civil aviation and what will the German government do to support the 

aviation sector? 

This is a big issue. The already existing difficulties in the area of civil aviation 

will be increased and I believe that the sector will shrink. Much will depend on 

whether after this pandemic, in their private lives people will return to using 

air travel to the pre-COVID-19 extent. In the commercial field, it may well be 

that the situation will change on the basis of experience from the shutdown 

period. During this period, we have all become accustomed to video 

conferences and this may well have a bearing on the way trade and business 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

is planned and carried out. Companies may in many cases decide to hold 

meetings online as a means to save money, resources and time. In my 

opinion, therefore, it will be an uncertain time for civil aviation and the 

question will be which airlines will disappear. The German government is 

granting many enterprises support through this crisis period, but as in all 

sectors, there can be no full guarantee of comprehensive support or bailouts 

for airlines. Some enterprises will emerge from this crisis strengthened, but 

not all will pull through. That also applies in the aviation sector. 

Mr. Lindner, how can the transatlantic relationship overcome the COVID-19 

crisis and are there maybe even learnings for both sides of the Atlantic? 

The crisis showed that there is immense solidarity and readiness to help – 

between people within the US and Germany but also between countries. This 

is something to build on for the future. As the US continues to be most hard-

hit country globally, I could envisage support coming from Europe in terms of 

medical equipment and personnel. 

One lesson we should learn for the future is that preparedness pays off. We 

might not know when we will need a national pandemic plan and a taskforce 

again, but once a pandemic has spread, crucial time will be lost if it has to be 

(re)build. Similarly, a robust and resilient economic and social system, which is 

able to resist such shocks and for example helps keeping people employed is 

essential.  

 

 

 

 

 

 


